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Education:
Pursuing a PhD in Macromolecular and Cellular Structure & Chemistry 


- The Scripps Research Institute

B.S. in Biochemistry (May 2003)
- Florida Institute of Technology 

Experience:
August 2003 – present: 


Graduate Student in the Salomon Lab, which is in the Molecular and Experimental Medicine department of the Scripps Research Institute.  Currently, my work involves the areas of angiogenesis, vascular biology, and gene therapy.  I am specifically interested in viral macrophage inflammatory protein-II (vMIP-II) and uncovering the mechanism by which it promotes angiogenesis.  vMIP-II is encoded by Kaposi’a sarcoma-associated virus (KSHV, also known as human herpesvirus-8).  This protein can bind a wide variety of chemokine receptors, and has been shown to be both angiogenic and immunosuppressive.  These qualities may be useful in improving organ and cell transplantation, and may be appropriate in other types of medical therapy.

May 2002 – July 2002: 

Approvals Reform Research Clerk at the Ministry of Environment (Ontario), Environmental Approvals and Assessment Branch. Work involved collection and analysis of data concerning environmental approvals issued for air, waste and water. 

January 2002 – April 2002: 

Research Assistant in the Chemistry Department at Florida Institute of Technology.  Most work involved the isolation and purification of humic and fulvic acids from samples of river sediment   

June 2001 – July 2001: 

Assistant in the Chemical Engineering Department at Alcan Jamaica Company (now Windalco), an industrial producer of alumina from bauxite.  Work involved data analysis to investigate the effect of varied conditions on the yield of alumina, such as the varied rates of addition of the precipitating agent 

Skills:
Familiar with common laboratory and analytical methods involved in biochemistry, organic chemistry, physical chemistry, analytical chemistry, mammalian physiology, molecular biology, physics and Fortran.

Honors:
Florida Institute of Technology: 

Presidential Scholarship, 1999-2003; Faculty Senate Scholarship, 1999; Outstanding Sophomore in Biochemistry, 2001; Outstanding Junior in Biochemistry, 2002; Distinguished Student Scholar, 2002; Outstanding Senior in Biochemistry, 2003; B.S. in Biochemistry summa cum laude, 2003. 

Alcan Jamaica Company: 

Academic Scholarship 1999, 2000,2001,2002 

National Society of Black Engineers:

Torchbearer, 2001 – 2002

