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The End of
a Chilean Institute

THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT AND THE WORLD
Bank launched the Millennium Initiative in
1999, to promote the development of
“world-class” scientific centers in Chile. As
a result, three Millennium Institutes have
been created since 2000 for 10-year terms,
subject to periodic evaluations.

The Chilean government has recently
decided against the renewal of the
Millennium Institute of Cellular Biology
and Biotechnology (CBB). This decision is
particularly surprising, because the CBB
has been widely recognized internationally
as one of the most successful and produc-
tive centers of excellence in Chile and as a
successful example of scientific initiatives
in developing countries. The Institute has
published over 200 scientific papers in jour-
nals indexed by ISI, generated 25 Ph.D.
graduates, and carried out an outstanding
program on science education targeting the
high school system in Chile.

Some of us, as members of the Institute’s
Advisory Panel, have given courses, per-
formed collaborations, or attended scien-
tific meetings at the Institute. We have been
impressed by the excellent level of science
at the CBB.
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It seems a paradox that the Chilean govern-
ment has terminated support to the CBB, even
though the Chilean Congress has already
approved the funds for the Institute to con-
tinue. The interruption of CBB activities
would be a distressing sign to the international
scientific community and would cast doubt
on the stability of long-term scientific cooper-
ation with Chile, with negative consequences
and impact for a country that has made a sig-
nificant effort to promote science and interna-
tional scientific cooperation.
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