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Cytochalasins ( Greek cytos, cell; chalasis, relaxation) are a family of fungal metabolites with
complex and diverse molecular structure and various biological activities. The common structure
motif shared among different members is a rigid bicycic isoindolone core which is fused to a
macrocycle. The different macrocyclic structures are believed to play an importrant role in the
determination of biological activity. Most of cytochalasins are commercially available now for
biological studies, which explains why there are only a few total synthesis in the field.
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Thomas, E.J. and coworkers J. Chem. Soc. Chem. Comm. 1990, 464
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Thomas, E.J. and coworkers J. Chem. Soc. Perkins Trans. 1, 1999, 3269
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Thomas, E.J. and coworkers J. Chem. Soc. Chem. Comm. 1986, 724, 727
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Myers, PNAS, 2004, 101, 12048
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